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I have no experience in netfishing. Frankly
speaking, I hadn’t expected that it was so in-
teresting. At last I found it was great to come.

I was excited when I drew the net with the
other participants, but I also wondered “Can
we draw any fish? The typhoon was just
over.” Then I saw something jumping on the
sea, one, two -1 cried out. Yes they were re-
ally fish. There were so much , some bigger
one jumped out from the net. We finally drew
the net up, there were still a lot of fish
remained. I touched them, they jumped on
your hand. It was a fish harvest. Thanks to
the staffs I tasted a wonderful barbecue.
There were juicy roasted chicken, Japanese
sauce pork soup, etc. I also ate the fresh raw
fish, it tasted different from the one sold in
the shop. Participants sat together eating,
drinking and chatting.

After the barbecue there were games intro-
duced by the foreigner friends, I joined the
Australian game “beach cricket”. The players
on the beach played and laughed. There was
no difference of race, country or language;
there was no prejudice or unfairness. People
joined together, melted together. From this,
we see each other, we learn from each other,
so there’ll be understanding and lenience be-
tween the people.

T’d like to say “Thank you” to all the staffs
working for our foreigners.

At last, I wish next year there will still be
the activity like this. Maybe it is not only I
but also all the participants’hope, 1 guess.

(HEmO#EE E—ESETWIZEE L)




&

1999. 11. 30 Vol. 34

Hello, again //
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MKEBHASY R—NoDZBRBEFV YD “2FEHDOH”

Hello. It is nice to back in Numazu. For
summer vacation I went home to Michigan
for a month. While there I was very surprised
to see so many Japanese things. For example
at the shopping mall I bought a pair of Geta,
big enough for my feet. They were only $10.
00! I also bought a shirt with Geisha and
Japanese writing on it. In the short year that
I was here Japan became very popular in
America. At the store you can buy Ballsign
pens, my favorite Japanese pens, only they
are called Jelly Roll in America. You can also
buy pens that are named Ikebana. I thought
that was a little strange, but they were from
Japan. You can also buy pen cases. American
fashion now is straight from Japan. Also the
latest craze in America is Pokemon trading
cards. I read that they are even being banned
from schools now because the students can’t
concentrate on their work. While in Michigan
I ate sushi three times. I even had it at the
shopping mall. Of course the taste was nothing
like the original thing in Japan. American
sushi has avocado sometimes. While visiting
my sister in Detroit we went shopping at
“One World”, a Japanese grocery store. Then
I cooked okonomiyaki and vakisoba for her
and her husband. I had a good vacation there.
It was very short but I was happy to come
back to Numazu again.

Since returning from summer vacation life
has been very busy. On October 3, I once
again joined the Numazu Kimono Show at
Goyotei. This year I wore my own kimono
that was given to me as a present. It is red
with Japanese cherry blossoms on it. I really
enjoy wearing kimono. On November 6, T will
wear Junihitoe traditional dress. I am very
excited to have this opportunity. I thought
the pictures would be a great Christmas
present for my mother. I am also studying

Japanese now. I have a private teacher, who
is great! I am enjoying it very much. It is such
a complex language though. T am currently
working on learning katakana and hiragana,
but I won’t be able to fully understand until I
can read kanji.

Since September 1 have visited four schools.
I am now teaching at Ooka Elementary
School. They are studying about Kalamazoo,
and America. I enjoy teaching very much! I
am so happy that I have had such a wonderful
opportunity to become the English Exchange
Teacher from Kalamazoo. I think that the
relationship that Kalamazoo and Numazu
have is very special. I am happy to be a part of
it. Thank yvou for all your support. I look
forward to seeing all of you at the Christmas
Party.
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