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My Stay in America

Hello everyone! This is Azusa Obata from Portage Michigan. I am enjoying my stay.

The weather of Michigan is very different from that of Numazu.

It is snowing outside right now. Today I'd like to tell you how I have been since I came here. I think I
have changed so much. I'm learning many new things every day. I have made many new friends and I am grate-
ful to have two very precious families. It was such a cold day in spite of August when I arrived at Kalamazoo
airport. I was so happy that many people welcomed me. I was not only excited but also kind of sad, though.
I didn't know the reason at that time. School started at the end of August. T was so surprised that Portage North-
ern, which I go to is very different from my high school in Numazu. Here, students can drive a car to school!
And 1 feel students are much more outstanding than Japanese students. I think it is from their culture. I take
English this semester, and we are reading, Shakespeare's Macbeth. It is so hard, but I'm trying my best to read
it. My favorite class is Yearbook, because I met my best friend in this class. We enjoy spending time togeth-
er.

Last semester | was a member of the school's basketball team. Actually, I didn't have fun during the sea-
son. It was such a hard time for me because I had hurt my back and everything was going badly. It was good
experience for me though. Being in America has made me glow as a person. While living in Numazu, I al-
ways knew that my family and friends were precious in my life. I really understood how T had a happy home,
family, and surroundings, which I thought was natural. I discovered why I had felt sad at the airport. I was
just home sick. Everything was new to me, and adjusting would take time.

My American family, the Clines, and my best friend, Lisa, who I met in yearbook class, supported me
a lot. I can't think about my life without them. The Clines are such a wonderful family. My American parents,
Dana and Mary, are so nice. They always teach me about American life and help me so much. I really like
their ways of living. If I were a parent, I would like to be like them. I don't always see my sisters, Rebecca
and Erin, and my brother Michael, because they go to a college. When they come back home, I'm so excited.
1 usually see my little sister, Liann. I don't think that she is my little sister because she always helps me a lot.
My American grandma, Jan, who hosted my mother last summer, and the Halls are so nice, too. They take
care of me so much. These people have a warm heart and kindness. I can't describe how 1 appreciate what they've
done for me. I really thank Lisa, too.

I can't believe that she was my first friend and became best friend. I love spending time with her. We
hang out a lot. We go to the mall, have lunch and dinner, see movies, go to the winter formal... I can't be-
gin to count all the memories we have made.

The other day I cooked some Japanese foods for her and her boyfriend, Alistair. He is so kind to me, too.
I fixed Chirashizushi, Miso-soup, Somen-noddle, and Japanese curry. They like the Japanese foods. We are
very close. I really like her. I'll miss her so much when I have to be away from her. We are sure to be best
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friends forever, though.

Recently, I had the opportunity to enjoy skiing. I had never skied when I was in Numazu, so I took a
lesson and my friends taught me. I have been having a problem, which is that I love American chocolate too
much! I can't live without it in my life!!

Since I came here, ] have been thinking many things. Recently I feel that I never know all about Amer-
ica, which means that I'm Japanese. I have Japanese feelings and ways of thinking, which is good because I
should know about Japan as my home country. On the other hand, I can try to understand different cultures,
and I think everybody can to that. It is very important for global communication.

Unfortunately, we have so many problems in the world because we have so many countries and each coun-
try has its own culture. I believe the world would be great if we would try to understand and respect each oth-
er. I have been seeking my true dream. My dream was coming here as an exchange student. Now I want to
find my goal until going back to Japan. I hope everything is going to be good and want to enjoy my stay.

All my wonderful Japanese friends, how have you been? And don't worry about me. I'm fine! Mom and
Dad, I miss you so much and love you forever.

Lastly, I really thank all of you who helped my dream of coming to Portage / Kalamazoo become real-
ity. Again, the Cline family, I really thank you and love you so much. Thank you and Arigatou to everybody!
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