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Numazu association for International Communications & Exchanges

Mayor is leading
contingent to
Japanese sister city

Jones will be first Kalamazoo

mayor to visit Numazu since
1993.

BY MICKEY CIOKAJLO
KALAMAZOO GAZETTE

Kalamazoo’s sister-city relationship
stretches back 36 years.

But Mayor Robert B. Jones wants to
remind his friends in Numazu, Japan,
who their Michigan friends are.

The mayor will be toting Kalamazoo
history books, hats, T-shirts, even plas-
tic kazoos, as he leads a contingent of 21
local residents to the Japanese coastal
city next week. Stacks of grab-bag gifts
bearing the Kalamazoo name were
piled high in the City Hall office where
Jones spends several hours each day
conducting business.

“It's important for the city to reach
out internationally”
.l said Jones, noting
today’s  high-tech
and ever-shrinking
world.

Jones is the first
Kalamazoo mayor to
make the biennial
visit to Numazu
since Beverly Moore
i in 1993. Kalamazoo

residents visit Nu-

mazu in odd-num-

bered years while
the Japanese city sends a group here in
even years.

Organized by the Kalamazoo-Nu-

mazu Sister City Committee, the local
contingent leaves Monday and will re-

turn July 28. City money is not being
used to fund the trip, which will include
the mayor’s wife and her two sons, the
mayor said.

The sister-city relationship, started
in 1963, has grown over the years to in-
clude student and teacher exchanges in
addition to the annual trips each way.

Numazu, a city of 211,000 people, is
located about 85 miles southwest of
Tokyo on the Suruga Bay of Japan's
east coast. The city sits at the base of
Japan’s famous Mount Fuji.

Marcia Smith, vice president of the
sister-city committee, first visited Nu-
mazu in 1993 when, along with Moore,
Kalamazoo sent its 56-member Kalama-

Numazu facts:

Population: 211,315

Location: mouth of Kano River
facing Suruga Bay, southwest of
Tokyo.

Products: machinery,
photographic film, chemicals, metal
and textiles.

Sister city: established with
Kalamazoo in 1963, the cities take
turns each year sending a delegation.

SOURCE: Encyclopedia Brittanica, 1997
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zoo Children’s Chorus.

“We were very impressed by how
warm they are,” said Smith, who is re-
turning this year with her husband,
Tom. “They made us feel very welcome.
It's a wonderful country.”

About her return trip, Smith says
jokingly, “I keep telling people I'm a dig-
nitary”

The relationship has deep roots, lit-
erally, in Kalamazoo. The lone surviv-
ing tree from last year’s construction
on the downtown Kalamazoo Mall was
a gift 20 years ago from Numazu visi-
tors.

Although the relationship is between
Kalamazoo and Numazu, many mem-
bers of the local group actually live in
Portage.

“Ijust think of Kalamazoo as a whole
area,” said Smith who, along with her
husband, grew up here.

A highlight of the trip will be Nu-
mazu's annual summer festival, capped
by a major fireworks display on July 24,
said Barbara Blissett, the committee’s
secretary

“They are very proud (of the festival)
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N-I-C-E, Sore! This is what we chanted as
we danced down San San Dori on Sataurday
during the Numazu summer festival. As a for-
eigner, I feel very fortunate to have met the
NICE group and to have become involved in
various events and activities.

Having always heard about the Numazu
festival, I was even more exited to learn that
I could dance in the festival. Of course my
question was “is the dance difficult?” Sugihara
San answered, “no, there were only four steps!”
However, at the first practice I quickly real-
ized these four steps would need to be rehearsed!
After about two hours I felt confident in our
ability to perform the dance in the parade on
Saturday. However, to my surprise, I had the
opportunity for one more practice before Sat-
urday at the welcome party for the people of
Kalamazoo!

Then came the big day. We had our faces
painted by a famous artist here in Numazu, by
the name of Hiroyuki Kobayashi. Kobayashi
San was also our leader in the parade wear-
ing a charming skirt and attempting to hold
the NICE sign against the wind. The dance

*

(dhWhd W)
went well, (despite the intense heat) some of
the people from Kalamazoo joined in. When
we finished we changed and enjoyed some
food and drinks together. The Asahi was great
after a hot day.

I would like to thank the members of NICE
for inviting me to take part in the festival and
for making me feel so welcome in Numazu. 1
had a wonderful time and am looking forward
to next NICE event!

Sincerely,
Maggie Smile
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