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Konnichiwa! My name is Vanessa Millican. Please call me Vanessa. I am 24 years old and just recently
graduated from Western Michigan University in Kalamazoo, Michigan, Numazu's Sister City. I have only been
in Japan since August 28. I was met at the airport by Ms. Mochizuki and Miwako Murakami. Their smiling
faces made me feel better, as I was starting to feel very homesick and some culture shock. To be honest, even
though I had wonderful hosts for my first few days in Japan, Mr. and Mrs. Nakamura, I really did miss home
very much. Then the first day of school came, and I was very excited. The students and teachers at Ooka Junior
High School have made me feel more at home everyday. They make me feel good about getting up in the moming
and make me want to stay at school even when it is time to go home at the end of the day. I hope that I have
that same feeling with all of the schools that I will be visiting over the next year. I have also made wonderful
friends in Japan. I met my first friend, John who is from England, when Mr. Nakamura took us for a climb
up Fuji-san just two days after I arrived in Japan. John introduced me to several more people who are now
more like my family away from home. Dale is from Australia and Emiko and Naomi are from Japan. Dale
and John are English teachers in Mishima. I feel very fortunate to have been asked by Numazu and Kalamazoo
to teach English for Numazu students. I hope that I make all of you very proud over the next year. Although
I must say, that I think I am the real student in this adventure and the students are the teachers. Thank you
very much for making me feel welcome in your city and in your country. Well, I hope that is a good introduction
for you to write your article. Please let me know if you need anything else or even if you just want to talk.
Hope you are having a good day.

Vanessa
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