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Address by Mr. David Anderson,
Mayor of Kalamazoo

As mayor of the great city of Kalamazoo,
Michigan, it is an honor to join you in cele-
brating the 100™ anniversary of our Sister
City, Numazu City, and the 60" anniversa-
ry of our sister city partnership.

| am so proud to know that we have estab-
lished such a strong link over the years, ever
since 1963 when our relationship as sister
cities began to form through the efforts of
leadersin our cities to help strengthen
American and Japanese relations.

Since then, representatives from both cities
have traveled to each city and explored the
bonds and partnerships that tie us togeth-
er. Thanks to these efforts, our friendships
have deepened, and we have learned a
great deal from each other in the process.

It is a partnership that we here in Kalama-
z0O0 fully appreciate. In 1998, our city cele-
brated the 35" anniversary of our relation-
ship with Numazu City by planting a red leaf
Japanese maple tree in Bronson Park, which
is located in our downtown. We also later
added a plague attached to a large rock
pelow the tree that acknowledged the en-
during connection between our two cities.

It could be said that the rock is a symbol
that shows our relationship remains strong
and solid - like a rock - and many enduring
friendships have been made over the years.

Numazu City is larger in population than
Kalamazoo, yet both our cities have much
in common: Your passion for education and
the arts, for example, resembles our City as
one that embraces the arts through our
many festivals and concerts, as well as
supporting education beyond high school
through the Kalamazoo Promise.
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Good moming, Honorable Shuichi Yorishige,
Honorable David Anderson, and our friends
in Numazu.

| would like to first thank Taka Susuki, and
the rest of the NICE committee for all of
their hard work in creating this event.Here
in Kalamazoo we were concerned if our
committees would survive after the COVID
pandemic and we are so thrilled to know
that it has. | am honored to be a part of
today’s event and | want to officially invite
the NICE delegation in restarting our cul-
tural exchange programs and to visit us
in person next summer.

Well | am sure you are tired of hearing old
people talk so let me move out of the way
and make room for the future of our sister
city relationship, our Numazu and Kalama-
z00 Middle School students. Thank you.
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