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(Title: Not the End--a farewell song to the people of
Numazu by Cynthia Joan)

Don't know what to say
There's no way 1 can repay
All the kindness that you gave me from the start

And T hold so dear
All the memories we made here,
All the smiles that you have planted in my heart.

I know this is not the end

I will always call you friends

And although I cannot stay,

I may be half a world away,

But my thoughts are with you time and time again.

Thank you for the love you send
I know this is not the end
For my thoughts will always fly
Like a song across the sky

“friends.”
Copyright 2003 Cynthia Joan

To the place where I first came to call you
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It was Monday morning and | was anxiously awaiting the arrival of my host family while
frantically trying to wrap the gifts | had brought for them. It had been decided that it was
better for us to wait until we had arrived in Japan to wrap our gifts in case airport secur-
ity needed to search them. | had preconceptions about Japan which had been filtered
through our respective pop cultures and of course, we had all read the obligatory “this
is what to expect from your host family” guide book that | assume is given to everyone
involved in these kind of inter-cultural familial exchanges. | wondered what my host family’s
guidebook said about me.

My fear was forgotten as soon as Mr. and Mrs. Yoshikawa (my soon to be Otosan and
Okasan) arrived at my hotel door. The tension was instantly relieved and the anxiety would
not return for the rest of the week. | noticed that they seemed to be relaxed a bit as well
and it occurred to me that they must have felt just as anxious. In the hotel lobby, | was in-
troduced to my sister Shoko, her husband Yotchan, and their 3-year-old daughter Matchan.
The meeting felt so natural that it was almost more like a reunion rather than a round of
introductions. Later that day, we would travel together into the hills and mountains surround-
ing Nurmazu; our final destination was the beautiful area of Shuzenii.

KoKk

it was Monday evening and | was playing improvisational classical music with Shaoko.
Shoko, a perfect-pitched piano virtuoso, was improvising some gorgeous lines while | lis-
tened and tried to accompany her with my flugelhorn. Inspired by a discussion concern-
ing the essence of jazz-and perhaps several rounds of sake-we decided to play togeth-
er. With the family gathered around to listen and watch, we jammed for about an hour. Ev-
eryone was happy. There is nothing like music that helps people transcend language and
cultural barriers,
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It was Tuesday sometime in the middle of the day and 3-year-old Matchan was writ-
ing some music for me. The previous day she was very shy and rarely spoke anything in
my presence, yet now she was talking to me like | understood Japanese and wanting me
to play games with her. | had just listened to her play some piano music with Okasan and
now she wanted to write some for me. She took out a small piece of paper and slowly traced
out the curves of a quarter note and then a half note, then handed it to me with a very se-
rious face. Yotchan, her father, told me that she wanted me to put it into my pocket so that
| wouldnt lose it. | still have it.
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It was a warm Wednesday morning, but | was freezing cold. | was standing on the side
of Mt. Fuji a few thousand meters up and struggling to catch my breath. In mid-western
America, there is nothing even resembling a mountain, let alone one as majestic as Mt. Fuji.
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| was experiencing something on a scale that | had never dreamed of before. Walking up
along the narrow and rocky path, | peered upwards at what seemed like a never-ending
incline. Thick clouds swirled around me and | could barely see friends only 10 feet in front
of me. All around me | could hear the jingling of bells that adorned the sticks of Japanese
hikers. Never before had | felt so small and never before had | felt sc much power.
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It was Friday night and | was playing a solo in the jazz band concert. This was the first
time that | had ever played my trumpet in a foreign country and surprisingly | wasn’t very
nervous. The lights were comfortably dim and the energy from the audience was suppor-
tive. As | played, | thought of the love and kindness that | had received from my Japanese
family and from everyone | met the previous week. | thought of all the wonderful new places
| had seen and the wonderful new ideas. And then, | wasn’t thinking... just feeling. With my
music | was trying to say, “Thank you so much Mr. and Mrs. Yoshikawa, Sayuri, Shoko, Yot-
chan, Matchan, Takako, and Hana for letting me into your life this week and sharing with
me your culture and love.”
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It would be easy to fill many pages with all the experiences that | had during this week.
Suffice it to say, | feel so honored to have been a participant in this exceptional and inspir-
ing exchange of cities and would like to thank those involved with NLLC.E. for all their hard
work in arranging and organizing the week's activities. You all did a wonderful job and | know
all of us from Kalamazoo will remember and cherish our experiences for the rest of our lives.
| also want to personally thank Fusako for her kind words and calm wisdom.
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