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For the humanbeing’s survival conditions, peace, food, and environment are very
important. Of those three, especially our earth’s environment is coming up to the
limit, if we think about the ozone hole, global warming, acid rain, air, water, soil
contamination, and so on.

So I would like to talk about the environmental contamination problems today.
What can we do? I would like to talk from three different points of view, those of
consumers, producers, and governments.

We consumers are the strongest of these three. Because if we change our minds
and actions, producers and governments will surely follow us for the profit of en-
terprizes and support for elections. That’s why, we have to start to move first. As
wise consumers, we can do many things in our daily lives in order to save natural
resources, decrease pollution, and reduce garbage.

Next, let’s consider the government and self governing bodies position.

Sometimes thev must make new laws for regulations, environmantal support,
and have contact with other countries to regulate global contamination. We would
like to have high expectations of the government and self governing bodies.

Anyway, if consumers, producers and governments don’t act properly or if one of
them doesn’t cooperate, environmental problems won't be solved. It has been said,
there are three important key words that can contribute towards environmental
problems effectively. They are Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle.

I would like to show you some examples of these. This is an aluminum can made
from bauxite. It made a lot of energy to be producted. But if we recycle, we can
reduce 90% of the spent energy. But if we choose this returnable bottle, we can re-
duce more energy consumption and trash. These kinds of returnable bottles can be
reused more than 20 times, and recycled again. What’s more, this is ¥295, but this
is ¥275. We can save money, too. This is a plastic bottle. Unfortunately, this is a
landfill rubbish in Numazu City. This can’t be broken down in the earth for more
than 100 years. Even if this is broken down, soil contamination will be left. But
what do you think, if this plastic bottle changes to this outdoor wear? This is a
little bit expensive, but if many people buy this, it will become cheaper. We have
destroyed the earth’s environment, so we have the responsibility to repair the earth.

Do you remember that Numazu City started and completed the trash dividing
system in 1975 for the first time in Japan? That means Numazu citizens have a
chance to save the earth.

Let’s start to find interesting, enjoyable and sensible ways that we can reduce,
reuse and recycle for our next generations.
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