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“Hola” and “Hello” from Kalamazoo!

Hello, this is Keiko.
6 months have passed already and I'm learning a lot about America. Going abroad was not necessarily easy
than I had expected. Life style, school food, everything still looks new to me. Of course English, too. The most
surprising thing was “school”. There seems to be more freedom compared with Japan. I enjoy coming school
where there're so many different opportunities in the activities and classes to learn about the society, the nation
and the world that we don't have taking foreign language except for English and our own language Japanese
is really fascinating to me. What interests me is that we can communicate and meet with so many different
people even through short words. I think studying language is very challenging but also it's important to understand
each other. By the way “Hola” means “Hello” in Spanish! Since I came here, I'm experiencing lots of American
school events which I have never experienced before. Halloween, Thanksgiving Day, Christmas'--in the high
school. We had football games and choir concert, too! 1 had really good ; N -
time with my host family. Fortunately, I met many people who went
to Numazu last summer and often get together! It's always nice to see
them at the sister city meeting and now they are involving the plants
for Numazu delegation this summer. In the end, I appreciate all that
gave this chance and continuously help and support. I missed my friends
and my family a lot but realize there's always something that 1 want
to take back with me. I'm really proud of being able to come to
Kalamazoo and study here. I'm looking forward to sharing my
experiences with everyone and want to enjoy the rest of my stay.
Thank you again.

January 27th 2004 Keiko Ichikawa
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