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Since I have come here I have leared many things about America and have had many experiences. The
first thing I felt was people in America, they are so [riendly. While I was coming here, I was so nervous be-
cause it was my first time going to a foreign country. When I got to the airport in Detroit, most of the peo-
ple around me were speaking English. I couldn't understand at all. That made me more nervous. Then, I thought
it's going to be so hard to stay in America. I was full of anxiety.

But things got better. I saw the people smiling at me. That made me feel some relief. And my host fam-
ily,they are so nice. They have treated me like one of their family. Also, the students in my high school are
so friendly. They spoke to me and said “Hi!” even if it was the first time we met.

But, it was so hard to make friends. I know that my English is poor so I am a little ashamed to spezk it.
It was often difficult to speak to people. But then I decided to become more positive. If T was going to im-
prove my speaking, I had to try to speak to others more often. I also decided that if I did not understand some-
one, I would tell them.

In September and October 1 ran Cross Country. Before that, I had never experienced. Cross Country was
fun because the people on the team was so nice. They became my important friends. Practice was so hard but
they cheered me a lot by saving “Good job ,Kumiko!” That helped me to do Cross Country even though
I was one of the slowest runners.

My host family has been so super helpful! When I have worries, I can talk about them.

They listened and cheer me a lot. Also, they like sports, so we can enjoy them together. Basketball, run-
ning, skiing, and tennis are things I do with them. I really appreciate my host family and I'm so happy to stay
with them.

On September 11th terrible acts were committed by terrorists. Everyone here was shocked by this happen-
ing. Since that day, I've seen so many American flags. Nobody told the people to show their flags, but they
felt so sad about the people who died that day. Everyone had the same feelings about their country and com-
panions. I felt their patriotism so strongly.

I have often heard that smiling common language in the world. Since I have come to America, I have felt
that to be especially true. So many times people I did not know smiled at me and made me feel welcome. I
am enjoying my stay in America, although my time here is starting to run short. But as long as I am here [
will remember to keep smiling.

I appreciate everything that my family in Japan and the Committee people in Numazu and Kalamazoo have
done to make it possible for me to stay here. I've been having so many great experiences because of their help.
But now that I have spent so much time away from home, I have also come to miss my friends and family
in Japan, and to appreciate how they make my life better.

I hope I will always appreciate everything that evervone has done to make this opportunity possible.

Kumiko Warashina
January 22, 2002
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